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Course Description (from catalog): Provides the knowledge and skills necessary for 
conducting naturalistic research in music settings, and focuses on design, sampling, 
observation, interviewing, analysis, interpretation and reporting. Includes the concepts and 
procedures related to case studies, ethnographies, grounded theory and other forms of 
qualitative inquiry.  
 
Course Goals:  
This course is intended to help students develop an understanding of 1) The basic nature 
and principles of qualitative research, 2) How to read, interpret, and evaluate qualitative 
research, 3) How to construct a qualitative research study, including developing research 
questions and designing a method to address those questions, 4) Qualitative research 
techniques, including sampling, fieldwork, observation, interviewing, transcribing, coding, 
memoing, restorying, interpretive analysis, and theorizing, 5) Various approaches to 
qualitative research, including case study, ethnography, phenomenology, grounded 
theory, and narrative, 6) The basic premises of post-qualitative research. 
 
This course will function as a seminar. At times, I will function as the discussion leader or 
“deliverer of content,” but lecturing will be kept to a minimum. Therefore, it is imperative 
that each of you comes to class having thoughtfully prepared the material for that session, 
including careful reading (and re-reading), note-taking, and question-constructing. This 
class will be what we make of it, and group dynamics will play a significant role. In the 
qualitative tradition, we will allow themes and questions to emerge from our interactions, 
so the class may take a different path than what is planned at the outset. Qualitative 
researchers must be open and responsive to their data, and so we will be open and 
responsive to the directions our class discussions lead.  
 
Required Texts:  
Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2018). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing 

among five approaches (4th ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.  
 

Instructor: Dr. Sean Powell    Telephone: 940.565.3713 
Office: MU 302      E-mail: sean.powell@unt.edu 
Office Hours: TR 2-3p 
	



APA Manual, 6th Edition. Every graduate student should own this, but if you do not have it 
yet, you can get by with using the APA formatting and style guide available online from 
Purdue University (OWL) for now.  
 
Selected Research Journals in Music Education:  
Journal of Research in Music Education  
Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music Education  
Music Education Research  
Research Studies in Music Education  
International Journal of Music Education  
Journal of Music Teacher Education  
Contributions to Music Education  
Update: Applications of Research in Music Education  
Research and Issues in Music Education 
Visions of Research in Music Education  
Journal of Historical Research in Music Education 
Action, Criticism, and Theory for Music Education 
Qualitative Research in Music Education (new journal, not yet available) 
 
Assignments:  
All assignments are due at the beginning of the class period as stated on the class 
schedule. No late work will be accepted. 
 
Attendance and Participation:  
Attendance at all class sessions is mandatory. Because this course will be discussion-based, 
and we will learn from each other, there is no way to “make-up” missed days. If unforeseen 
circumstances occur which will require you to miss class, please speak with me privately.  
 
Your participation is vital to this course. Full participation requires that you read (and re-
read), take detailed notes, and come up with discussion questions/points for each class 
meeting. Do not be afraid to speak up and ask questions! It is very likely that others in the 
class have the same questions.  
 
Course Assignments:  
Crit ical Analyses of Research Articles (8, 15 points each)  
For most class meetings, you will read a single qualitative research article (we will use a 
discussion board on Canvas to claim articles). Always be thinking about how you can apply 
the ideas in these articles to your own research/teaching/learning. Read the complete 
article (abstracts are not acceptable) and write a summary and critical review of the 
research. You will also be expected to present an oral review and critique of the research 
to your classmates (due to large enrollment in this class, half of you will present each class 



period). You wil l  have a maximum of 7 minutes to present your analyses. The 
analyses must be typed, double-spaced, and submitted as an email to me 
(sean.powell@unt.edu) before the beginning of class (option: you may email the analyses 
to your classmates as well). Only .docx or .pdf formats are acceptable. There is no 
strict word or page count required, but around three pages (double-spaced) will probably 
be required to complete the assignment fully. You should write in prose. Do not include a 
cover page—the first page should have your name and date (the due date) in the header, 
followed by the APA reference list citation at the top, followed by the written description of 
the study as outlined below. 
 
If you are unsure if an article meets the criteria for the assignment, ask me! 
 
The format of the analyses is as follows (this outline is a guide only, remember to write your 
analysis in logical prose):  
 
1. Complete reference citation (APA 6th edition) – this must be correct! This should be at 

the top of the first page.  
2. Background for the study  

a. Why is this an important topic?  
b. Why did the researcher undertake this study?  

3. Purpose  
a. What did the researcher set out to do? 

4. Theoretical Framework 
 a. What theoretical/conceptual framework or lens did the researcher employ? 
5. Method  

a. How did the researcher carry out this study?  
b. What type of people, places, situations, etc. were of interest (who, what, where, 
when)?  
c. How did the researcher go about collecting data?  
d. What types of data were collected (e.g., fieldnotes, video recordings, interview 
transcriptions, etc.)?  
e. What types of qualitative techniques were employed? (e.g., observational case 
study, fieldwork, interviews, etc.)?  
f. How did the researcher address ethical issues?  

6. Results  
a. What did the researcher learn?  
b. Were there any emerging themes?  
c. Were there any surprises?  

7. Discussion  
a. How do these findings compare with the related research?  
b. What are the implications of this research for the profession?  



8. Critique  
a. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the research study.  
b. Was the research design logical, ethical, an appropriate to the situation?  
c. Did the researcher employ any techniques to ensure accuracy and control for bias 
(such as trustworthiness)?  
d. Was the report clearly written?  
e. Does the study hold implication for the profession?  

 
(adapted from N. H. Barry, University of Oklahoma)  
 
IRB Application and Consent Form (due 4/11)  
Complete a UNT Institutional Review Board application and accompanying consent form 
for your project proposal. While they will not actually be submitted to UNT, this is a 
required, ethical obligation for conducting research with human participants. Forms may 
be downloaded at http://research.unt.edu/faculty- resources/forms. Click on “IRB 
Expedited Full Board Review Application.”  
 
Field Notes/Thick Description Exercise (5/2)  
We will meet as a class in downtown Denton and split up to observe human interactions in 
a naturalistic setting. You will write a brief, but detailed, thick description of your 
observations, including preliminary analysis with themes. We will share our analyses with 
the class at the end of the observation period. 
 
Research Project Proposal, Paper, and Presentation (due 5/9)  
You will develop a short-form research project proposal. This project is intended to be a 
solid work-in-progress that demonstrates some potential for expansion into a future 
research project. I do not expect you to have a completed, fully-developed research 
proposal in the timeframe of this class. Qualitative studies may take several months to a 
year or more to develop. However, I do expect this to serve as a “seed” or a project that 
could lead to a presentation or publication in the future (or even a dissertation!).  
A brief proposal for the paper is due on 3/21. This proposal may be a simple one-
page document that frames the study and includes the purpose and problems of your 
study, the design, and the data collection procedures that will be used. I encourage you to 
begin working on your project now, and I will be more than glad to discuss the project with 
you as you develop it.  
 
This project must incorporate qualitative method as described in class. You must also 
choose, justify, and explain an appropriate theoretical framework for the study. The final 
product will be a 10-15-page paper in correct APA (6th edition) format (typed, 12-point 
font, double-spaced, with one inch margins), including references (in appropriate APA 
format) and title page. You will also present your project in class.  



The presentation should be approached as a “mock” conference presentation that lasts 15 
minutes, including discussion (10 minutes max for presentation, 5 minutes for 
questions/comments/transition). The appropriate use of audio- visual aids (handouts, 
charts, PowerPoint/Keynote slides, audio/video, etc.) is encouraged. Practice your 
presentation, as staying within your timeframe is a challenge of presenting research.  
 
The purpose of this project/presentation is for you to become familiar with the literature 
related to your topic of interest, to practice designing a research study, to develop your 
skills in research writing, and to practice presenting research in a conference-style format. 
The final project is due on the scheduled finals week class meeting. During the final class 
period, you will also present your research to the class.  
 
The format for the completed paper is:  
1) Introduction/Background  
2) Review of (minimum) 10-15 research articles related to your topic.  
3) Conclusions drawn from the review of the literature.  
4) Method/Design section  
*5) Data Collection, Analysis, and Interpretation sections (you wil l  not do this 
for this project, this is done with the completed study only).   
*6) Your suggestions for further research on this topic (completed study 
only).   
7) References in correct bibliographic form (APA 6th edition).  
 
Grading:  
8 critical analyses of research articles (15 points each) = 120 
IRB application and consent form = 50  
Field exercise = 50  
Project proposal outline = 50  
Research Project Proposal, Paper, and Presentation = 200  
 
Total = 470 
 
Scale:  
A 90%-100%    B 80%-89%    C 70%-79%    D 60%-69%    F below 60%  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify 
alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students, who 
may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. 
use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources 
beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out 
other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty 
or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a 
different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an 
unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by 
paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or 
agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials.  
LINK:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/dcgcover/resources/integrity 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn 
is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean 
of Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's 
expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  
LINK:  Student Code of Conduct -  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from 
the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that 
explains Eagle Connect.   
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
ODA STATEMENT  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty 
to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any 
time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid 
any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and 
must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office 
of Disability Accommodation. 
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 
 
2018-2019 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 
http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=20&navoid=2120 
 
Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2018-2019 
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2018-19/calendar 
 
 
Final Exam Schedule 
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall  



 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
  
Graduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must 
maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours 
based on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed 
maximum timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not 
maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.    
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may 
have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a 
meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid 
and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course. 
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records 
such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept 
for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard/Canvas online 
system, including grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. 
You have a right to view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to 
other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy 
and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those 
mandates. 
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours per week of 
dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the 
Center’s website for further information:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  For more 
information on mental health issues, please visit:  https://speakout.unt.edu. 
 
The counselor for music students is: 
Myriam Reynolds 
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 
(940) 565-2741 
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Tentative Class Schedule 
 

1/17  Class intro; Syllabus; Background and types of research 
  Read: Merriam, Ch. 1 (partial); Creswell & Poth, Chs. 1 & 2 
 
1/24 Read: Matsanobu & Bresler, “Qualitative Research in Music Education: 

Concepts, Goals and Characteristics”; Conway & West, “History of 
Qualitative Research in American Music Education”; Allsup, “Epistemology 
and Qualitative Research in Music Education” 

 Due: Critical Analysis of a Qualitative Research Article in Music Education 
 
1/31 Project details; IRB process; Sample literature review 

Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 3; Merriam, Ch. 3 
Due: Critical Analysis of a Qualitative Research Article in Music Education 

 
2/7 Ethnography 

Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 4 (Ethnography section only); other readings 
assigned TBD 

  Guest: Dr. Will Coppola 
Due: Critical Analysis of an Ethnographic Research Article in Education or 
Music Education 

 
2/21  Case Study 

Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 4 (Case Study section only); Yazan (2015) 
Due: Critical Analysis of a Case Study Research Article in Music Education 

 
2/28  Phenomenology: A Philosophy and a Method 

Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 4 (Phenomenology section only); Moustakas, 
“Transcendental Phenomenology: Conceptual Framework” 
Due: Critical Analysis of a Phenomenological Research article in Education 
or Music Education 

 
3/7 Narrative Inquiry 

Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 4 (Narrative section only); Stauffer, “Narrative 
Inquiry and the Uses of Narrative in Music Education Research” 
Due: Critical Analysis of a Narrative Research Article in Education or Music 
Education 

 
 
 



3/21 Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 4 (Grounded Theory section only); West (2018); 
Ralph, Birks, & Chapman (2015) 

  Guest: Dr. Justin West 
  Due: Project Proposal 

Due: Critical Analysis of Grounded Theory article from any discipline 
 
3/28  Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 6 

Due: Critical Analysis of a Qualitative Research Article in Education or Music 
Education 
Side tr ip: Arts-Based research 

 
4/4 Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 7; Merriam, Ch. 4 

More discussion on theoretical frameworks 
 
4/11  Read: Creswell & Poth, Ch. 8; Saldaña, Chs. 1 & 2 
  Coding & memoing exercises 
  A look at some qualitative research software (Dedoose & NVivo) 

Due: IRB application and consent forms 
 
4/18 Read: Scheib, Paradigms and Theories: Framing Qualitative Research in 

Music Education; Barrett, Future Possibilities for Qualitative Research in 
Music Education; Powell, “Whose Story? (Re)presentation, Rhizovocality, and 
Friendship” 

 
4/25 Dare we? A very, very brief introduction to Post-Qualitative Research 
 Read: St. Pierre, “Post-Qualitative Research: The Critique and the Coming 

After”; Jackson & Mazzei, “Introduction”; Powell, “Outside in the Music 
Teaching Machine” 

  
5/2  Read: Merriam, Ch. 5 

Field exercise (downtown Denton) 
 
5/9  Due: Final projects 
(Final)  Sharing of final projects in conference presentation format  


